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IS AIAH LVII. 2. 


He ſhall enter into Peace: they ſhall reſt 
in their beds, each one walking in his 
ſhortly dic out of it: Our chriſtian 


uprightneſs. 
friends one after another withdraw in- 
to eternity; the like 5 $6 awaits us 
all. In a little time it will be ſaid of us, as now 
we ſay of them, they are gone. Now, as the 
death of our pious friends is one of the keeneſt 


E live in a dying world, and muſt 


afflictions in human life; ſo there can be no bu- 


ſineſs of more importance, than a preparation for 
our own death. It therefore becomes every wiſe 
man to furniſh himſelf with thoſe conſiderations 
which will beſt ſupport him under the remove of 
his friends, and will reconcile him to the thoughts 
of his own change, and quicken him in preparing 


for it. Of this nature are all thoſe paſſages ot 


ſacred ſcripture, which ſpeak of the happineſs oſ 


good men after death: they certainly tend to 
compoſe the mourning ſpirit ; and muſt awaken 
to diligence in the ways of virtue and picty, if 

A 2 ducly 
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ducty conſidered and weighed, In this view I 


recommend the words of the text, as a ſubject 
peculiarly proper for our preſent meditation. F 
all enter into peace, &. | Gn IEP 
In the foregoing verſe - the - prophet remarks 
upon the ſiequent deaths of good men, and the 
ſtupid behaviour of a careleſs world, entirely diſ- 


regarding ſuch awakening providences. The 


righteous perijheth, i. e. dieth ; for the word can 
be ſuppoſed to mean no more in this place. The 
term [per | in the ſtricteſt ſenſe indeed ſounds 
very harſh ; and has a twofold notion, viz. it is 
either a going out of being into non- exiſtence; and 
ſo the beaſts when they die are ſaid to perith : 
or elſe 'tis a paſſing from one ſtate of exiſtence 
into a worſe; in this reſpect a wicked man is faid 
to periſh, when he dies ; becauſe however miſe- 
rable his circumſtances on earth might have been, 
yet death tranſlates him into a ſtate unſpeakably 
more wretched and intolerable. But according to 
neither of theſe nottons can the death of the 
righteous be termed a periſhing ; and therefore 
the prophet, to prevent a miſtake, immediately 
ſubjoins a term more explicite; and merciful men 
are taken away, "The periſhing of the righteous 
means no more, than that they are taken away, 
they are removed from this world into another, 
tranſlated ſrom a ftate of labour and miſery into 
peace and r eſt, as the text afterwards informs us. 
The righteous periſh, and merciful men are taken a- 
way N. goodneſs and piety will not ſecure an im- 
mortality on earth; the beſt men are not exempted 
trom the ſtroke of death, though their r/ghreonuſ- 
meſs delivers from the curſed ſting of death “. Nor 


* Prov. x. 2. and xi. 4+ 
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is the ſentence of death to be corifidered under 


the notion of a curſe, with reſpect to good meri, 
as matters now ſtand; ſor upon the Dy 
that mankind were never to die, but to have an 


eternal duration in the preſent ſtate ; the righteous 
would be in a worſe condition than the wicked; 
becauſe, beſides the commori calamitics of human 
life, which come alike to all, the good man's piety 
makes him the mark at which a finful world le 
vels their rage, and expoſes him to the ſad ef- 
ſects of their malice. J is this life only we have 
bope in Cbriſi, we are of all men moſt miſerable *, 
But. the prophet, I apprehend, intends more 
in this place than barely to let us know that good 
men die; daily obſervation fully confirms the 
truth of this. His deſign ſeems to be, to intimate 
that at ſome times there is a remarkable mortality 
of the righteous, the providence of G op takes 
away a great number of ſuch one after another; 
and this | ſuppoſe was the caſe in the time the pro- 
phet refers to; the goaly man ceaſed, and the faith- 
Jul failed from among the children of men, as the 
ſalmiſt fpeaks +, Hereupon the prophet grounds 
is complaint againſt a ſtupid generation of peo- 
ple, who did not appear to be in the leaſt affected 
with the frequent femoves of good men. No man 
layeth it to heart the loſs of GO p's faithful ſer- 
vants is juſt matter of lamentation; but a care- 
leſs word attends not to it, their hearts are not 
affected with it as they ſhould be; gone conſider 
ing that the righteous is taken away from the evil 
to come, When good men are apace removed 
out of the world, the living ſhould take notice of 
it as a publick warning: Gop ſometimes gives 


* Cor. xv. 19. 7 Pſalmaii. 1. 


this 


[6] 


this ſignal of a hing judgements; © as 
" ite. nee | hae. ſpend 0 bote their corn, 
« when they ſee. ftorms coming. But ſuch 
ſurprizing +incogitancy are the generality guilty 
of, that they dont ſeem to regard or take an 

ſcrious notice of theſe providential alarms. This 
general ſtupidity of mankind {/aiab ſaw cauſe to 
— in his day; and every generation may juſt- 
Iy join in the complaint: The royal preacher 
tells us, it is better to go to the houſe of mourning, 
than to go to the houſe of feaſting; for that is 2 
end of all men, and the living will lay it to heart *, 
He preſumes they will, becauſe they ought ; tis 
probable the death of others will aftect them 
with a ſerious ſenſe of their own mortality, and 
ſo do them good; *tis natural to expect their 
hearts ſhould be moved on ſuch occaſions, and 
tis their own fault if they be not. But a little 
knowledge of mankind will be ſufficient to con- 
vince us that Sc/omor's words are to be under- 
ftood as matter of advice, and not as matter of 
fact; intimating to us, how the living ſbould be- 
have, rather than how they wi; or we may put 
them into the form of a petition, * Oh that the 
living would lay it to heart. A petition, I 
am ſure, moſt ſuitable to our preſent day ; when 
dcath reigns, and cuts down multitudes, What 
numerous deaths have there been of late ? And 
how many good and pious men of our own. ac- 
quaintance have been removed in the compaſs of 
2 few weeks? May we, who are yet living, lay 
theſe things to heart! The death of our friends 
is indeed apt to affect us at firſt, (and he muſt 
be diveſted ot the tenderneſs of human nature, 


I Jackſon ad loc.. * Ecclel, vii. 2. 
who 
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\ who feels himſelf not moved then) but the im- 
preſſions wear off too ſoon, and arc not attended 
with thoſe g effects, which they might pro- 
duce. By this means we not only loſe the ad- 
vantage we had by the lives and converſations of 
our chriſtian friends; but we likewiſe deprive our- 
ſelves of the benefit, which by a due attention 
and ſerious meditation we might reap from their 
deaths. The loſs of good men, eſpecially of 
pious and uſeful miniſters, and valuable relations, 
may very happily be- improved to 3 good 
ſes; it will teach us many a good leſſon, 
if we are duely impreſſed by it, and are diſpoſed 
to receive inſtruction from it. And I hope Gop 
will help us all ſo to lay to heart the breach his 
providence has made upon this ſociety, as that 
our ſouls may be bettered thereby. With a de- 
ſign to improve the preſent ſtroke to your ad- 
vantage, as well as to pay my publick reſpect to 
the memory of your late reverend paſtor, with 
whom I have ſerved ncar ten years as a ſon 
in the goſpel ; I determined to diſcourſe to 
you on this ſolemn occaſion from that paſſage of 
Jaiab, which I have now read to you. He ſhall 
enter into peace, &C. 

Theſe words are deſcriptive of the happineſs 
of good men after death, during the time of ſepara- 
tion between ſoul and body, Fleſh and ſpirit are 
the two grand conſtituent parts of man, by one we 
are allied to the world of ſpirits, and by the o- 
ther we ſtand related to the carth. While theſe 
remain united, the man lives; death diſſolves the 
union ; ſeparates the two near companions, ſends 
the duſt to the earth as it was, and the ſpirit to 
O who gave it. This diſunion is very aw- 

* Eceleſ. xii. 9, 


ful; 
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ul; human nature reluctates at the thoughts of it; 
death conſider d in this view is very ſhocking an 
affrightful; even good men themſelves are in ſome - 
ure afraid of it: And therefore it has pleaſed 
Go in the ſacred ſcriptures to give favourable 
repreſentations of death, and to furniſh many 
conſiderations to ſupport his ſervants under the 
expectation of ſo important a change. Of this 
kind are all thoſe texts, which affure to the ſaint 
a ſafe and comfortable paſſage through death, un- 
det the protection of the divine preſence, and 
which give him a delightful 2 of future 
caſe and happineſs after dea his the text 
does in the angel manner. 

| 1 In the proſecution of which it will be proper, 


| I. To draw the character of the perſons here 
ö reſer d to, under the terms He and They, 
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II. To repreſent the import of thoſe expreſ- 
ſions, which are here uſed to deſcribe the happi- 
neſs of ſuch perſons after death, 

When I have offer'd ſomething under each of 
theſe heads, I ſhall cloſe with a tew practical re- 
| marks, proper to the ſubject, and to the provi- 
| | dence which gave the ſad occaſion of it. 


I. Let us enquire into the character of the per- 
„ ſons here refer d to under the relative terms He 
iff and They, The foregoing verſe informs us who 
5 are here meant; He Ball enter into peace, 1.c. the 
righteous man: they ſball reft in their beds, i. e. 
merciſul men. 


ll Righteouſneſs 


5 191 

_ Righteotiſne/5 in the ſtricteſt arid moſt proper 
ſenſe of the word denotes the particular virtue of 
juſtice: But I do not apprehend it is ſo to be re- 
ſtrained in this place; it muſt here be underſtood 
in its more extenſive view, as comprehending the 
whole of practical religion ; all the regards which 
we owe to God, to man, and to our ſelves; and in- 
deed as the one and the other have their diſtinct 
demands upon us, we catinot be juſt or righteous 
it we refuſe to anſwer thoſe demands; in this 
ſenſe the prophet ' [/aiah moſt generally uſes the 
term righleous; particularly in that paſſage; Say 
ye tothe righteous, that it ſhall be well with him *. 
Where it can't be underſtood to mean any thing 
leis than the whole compaſs of Religion; becauſe 
of the direct oppoſition in which it ſtands to the 
2 word wicked} in the ſucceeding verſe, 

o unto the wicked, it ſhall he ill with him . 

The merciful man, according to our uſual ac- 
22 of the term mercy, is one who is kindly 
diſpoſed and always ready to do good and relieve 
thoſe who are in miſery, from a ſympathizing 
ſenſe of their diftrefs, and without any reſpect ot 
their merit. But here the original word is uſed 
in a larger ſenſe, as taking in all godlineſ5 - tis 
therefore ſometimes rendred piety, in other places 
probity, goodneſs, in others benignity and good will,; 

N intimating that the word is general, and 
includes all godlineſs: and fo it is iynonymous 
with the other term Righteous, juſt beiore men- 
tioned, However, putting both theſe words to- 
gether, we may conclude that we have here ſet 
before us the character of the pious, the ſober, 
and the juſt, or, in one word, of the religious 


* C. iii. 10. 7 V. II. 
B man: 
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man: And from the uſe of terms, which are 
ſometimes taken in a more confined ſenſe, I think 
we may fairly infer, that juſtice and mercy are 
two grand eſſential branches of religion, and cau- 
not be dropt in forming the character of a truly 
godly or pious man, It were well, it thoſe would 
conſider this, who ſeem to confine religion to the 
acts of religious worſhip; who leave their reli- 
gion always at church, and forget that it ought 
to run through their whole lives, and regulate 
their behaviour in the common concerns ot lite, 
influencing their conduct towards their neigh- 
{| bour and themſelves, as well as their deportment 
i towards the divine Majeſty. 3. 

| By the righteous and merciful then I underſtand 
x the truly good man, who endeavours to keep his 
ll. conſcience void of offence both towards GOD 
| and man; he is one who faithfully ſerves G o pz 
| who abounds in the exerciſe of juſtice, charity, 
and goodwill towards his fellow creatures; and 
who leads a ſober, virtuous, and holy life, The 
laſt clauſe of the text puts it beyond. doubt, that 
the character ot the perions here ſpoken of ſhould 
be underſtood in this general ſenſe, each ove walk- 
ing, or having walked, in his uprightneſs, or be- 
tore him, i. c. Gop, as ſome chooſe to read it. 
Every ſincere chriſtian, who walks as under Go p's 
eye, and acts uprightly, with a deſire to approve 
fi himiclt to G op in his whole conduct; every ſuch 
if incere man ſhall enter upon happineſs at death; 
1 whatever opinion the world may have of him, and 
" how little ſoever they may regard his ſincerity, 
1 Wwhilſt he lives. This is a character moſt lovel 
1 and amiable in itſelt, and infinitely worth the la- 
bouring aſter, becauſe of the future happineſs ſuch 
| a man, according to the grace of the goſpel, 
5 ſtands intituled to. The ways of virtue and piety 
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are | t even at preſent; and the religious 


mind is furniſhed with a perpetual ſeaſt from felf- 
reflection, though it meets with ruffles and diſ- 
quietude from without: but then the prof} 

of a future glorious reward adds an unſpeakable 
value to godlineſs, and heightens the reaſon why 
every wiſe man, who loves himſelf, ſhould cultivate 


and purſue it. This brings me 


II. To enquire into the import of thoſe expreſ- 
ſions, which are here uſed to deſcribe the happi- 
neſs of good men after death. And here we are 
led to take a diſtinct account of their happy ſtate, 
both with reference to ſoul and body. 


1/f, As to the SOUL; 

That ſhall enter into peace * the original words 
are differently render'd by interpreters; 1t will 
not be amiſs to take & view of them in each way. 

1. Some read, Hz fbail go in peace; thus it 
is in the margin of your bibles. If we take 
the words in this fenſe, they denote the calm 
and caſy exit which a ſincere good man makes; 
agrecably to that, which the Pſalmiſt demands our 
attention to; mar the perfect man and bebod the 
upright, for the end of that man is peace * - the 
end of that man, but of none beſides ; for there 
is no peace to the wicked, (aitb my G op +, Nei- 
ther in lite nor at death can the wicked man have 
true peace. In Jife conſcience gives, him man 
ſevere rebukes, which caſt a fad damp upon all his 
merriment, daſh his moſt pleaſant cups with gall, 
and in the midſt of laughter make his heart for- 
rowful *,, The ſinner indecd may find out an 


** 71 xXxxvii. 37. 7 II. Juli. 21. * Pro. XIV. 13. 
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art to lull conſcience afleep for awhile, but the 
force of that opiate will not always remain; con- 
ſcience will frequently awake and fting him; he 
will find himſelf at every turn haunted with un- 
caſy reflections for allowing thoſe things in pract- 


ice, which his mind condemns. But if the wicked 


man can keep conſcience quiet in life ; yet when 


he comes within the near views of 8 


find it beyond his skill to compoſe it then. Conſci- 
encc is at death eſpecially rouzed ; and the ſinner 1s 
filled with the utmoſt horror and contuſion, when 
he perceives himſelf unable to live, and yet unfit 


to die. Oh the terrors of ſuch a creature, when 


death ſtares him in the face! We have had in- 
ſtances of this horrid diſtreſs, ſufficient to awaken 
every drowſy ſinner, while his caſe is ſuch as may 
be retrieved . I don't deny indeed, but that 


ſome men have by a mixture of infidelity and 


wickedneſs ſo far ſtupified their aun con- 
ſidering powers, and ſo ſcared their conſciences, 
that they have braved it out to the laſt, and ta- 
ken a 10 in the dark (as ſome of them have 


phraſcd it) into another world, without any ap- 
pearing dread or terror. But then inſtances of 


this kind are more rare: and it muſt generall 
be expected to be otherwiſe; for at death the 


ſinner will find his ſentiments much altered, and 


conſcience will then accuſe him of things which he 
uſed to look upon as excuy/eable, or it may be gallant 
and brave exploits. Death places things in a quite 
different light from that, in which the careleſs ſin- 
ner views them, while he is in health and ſtrength; 
and tis not likely, that with all his art he will 


* V. Dr. Wood ward's fair warning, &c. A bcok moſt 
2dmirably fitted to make ferious impreiiions upon the mind. 
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then be able to ſtifle convictions, or avoid the 
ſtinging reflections of his own mind. He may 
moſt reaſonably mn that conſcience will then 
awake with redoubled vigour, and take a ſevere 
revenge upon him, tor having laid it aſleep ſo long. 
Plutarch, ſpeaking of the diſtreſs of mind which 
Alexander was filled with, ſhuts up the character 
with this juſt reflection; “ So terrible a thing 
ce 1g ingdelicy and, contempt of Gon, that ſooner 
be or later it fills all men's minds with horrors 
« and fears, as it did this great man's * +, 

On the other hand, the good man dies in peace; 
he can take leave of this world and launch forth 
into eternity not only without terror and amaze- 
ment, but likewiſe with ſatisfaction and comfort. 
He finiſbes his courſe with joy ®, Neither is this 
an enthuſiaſtick emotion ; but tis a ſettled peace, 
founded upon principles ſufficient to ſupport it. 
For which way ſoever the righteous turn their 
cyes, they ſee matter of comiort and rejoycing. 
Imagine a faint in the near views of deat 
exulting over 7his laſt enemy which ſball be de- 


ſtroy d q, welcoming the thoughts of his approach» 


ing change, dying away with the moſt ſurprizin 

1 — ann with chtarkilneſ — —— 
ſelf to Gop; and ask the reaſon of all this ſere- 
nity and compoſure; whence is it, that death 
which is ſo terrible to human nature, is thus chear- 
fully ſubmitted to by the good man? The anſwer 
is ready, — If he looks backwards, and reviews 
paſt lite he'll tell you; © my rejoyeing is this, the 
* teſtimony of my conſcience, that in ſimplicity and 
* godly ſiucerity, not with fleſbly wiſdom, but by 
* the grace of GOD I have had my converſation 


T Plut, in vit. Ale *“ Acts xx. 24, § 1 Cor. xv. 26. 


6 


74 
C5 


1 0 


« in the world *. I have fought a good fieht, 1 
cave fiſhed my courſe, I havs kept the faith +: 
Though I am conſcious of many failings, and 
“ ſo have not been perfect, yet I have been ſincere, 
e have walked before GOD in my uprightneſs ; 
C and can therefore addreſs Gop in the language of 
« Hezekiah, I beſeech thee, oh Lord, remember how 
I have walked before thee in truth, and with a 
22 heart, (i. e. uprightly; 1 is goſpel- 

perfection) and have done that which is good in 
« thy fight |, Hence in part ariſes the good 
man's peace at death; this frees him from that 
remorſe, which conſciouſneſs of guilt produces in 
the impenitent ſinner.— And then again, if 
the dying faint looks forward, his hope is not 
terminated by death ; for faith furniſhes him with 
a moſt engaging proſpect beyond the grave; he 
can look through the opening heavens and fee a 
kind Saviour on the right hand of Gop, ftand- 
ing in a poſture of readineſs to receive his depart- 
ing ſpirit : thus did Stephen; and this ſight made 
him die (or as the phraſe is fall a/leep) with the 
utmoſt compoſure of foul amidſt the fury and 
rage of his perſecutors ( : thus by faith may all 

ood chriſtians view their riſen Saviour as ſtand- 
ing ready at heaven's gate to admit their ſouls, 
and bid them welcome to glory; and they may 
with Saint Paul conclude, that here is laid up 
for them a crown of righteouſneſs, which the Lord 
the righteous judge will give them at that day *. 
The {ſpirit of Gop brightens up their evidences 


for heaven; and they have moreover ſecurity ot 


a fats convoy through death to that glorious 


2 Cor. i. 12. 7 2 Tim. We. 7 |] 2 Kings xx. 3. 
$ As viii. 6% 2 Tim. iv. 8. 


world; 
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world ; the rad and ſtaf of GOD to comfort 
them 4; and the 22 of GOD to carry tbem 
into Abraham's boſom (. | 

Hence ſprings the good man's comfort in his 
laſt moments; à ſufficient ſource of comfort ſure! 
And this his joy riſes and grows in proportion to 
the ſtrength of his taith, and the clearneſs of his 
cyidences for heaven. In /ome it is triumphant ; 
o it was with St. Paul, who. bravely. challenges 
death and the grave; Oh death where is thy 


flingf Oh grave where is thy eiffory © the fling 


of death is ſin; and the firength of ſin is the law » 
2 thanks 1 to G 0B oth giveth us the vit- 
ory, through eur Lord. Jeſus Chrift . In others 
this joy at laſt riſes not ſo high; when they ſe- 
Nba revicw their lives, and examine the ſtate 
of things between GOD and them; they have 
ſuch doubts and fears as forbid triumphs of joy 
at the proſpect of death, and they can go no 
further than this, we have good hope through grace. 
And in other good men it mult be allowed, that 
their doubts have ſo dlouded their evidences, that 
they. have in a manner been void of comfort ; fear 
has rather preponderated in the cloſing ſcene of 
liſe; ſo that though their paſſage has been fafe, 
yet it has not been comfortable, Nor is it to 
be wondered at, that this is ſometimes the cafe 
with good men; if we conſider that their grand 
adyeriary the devil is at death always moſt buſy ; 
he'll do what he can to abate their joy, when he 
can't deſtroy their ſouls; their dying with joy is 
4 teſtimony for Go p and religion, and a ſtreng- 
thening and confirming others in the ways of pic- 


+ Pl. xxiii, 4 5 Luke xvi. 22. * 1 Cor. xv. 56. 
& {eqs 
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ty; and this, if poſſible, he'll prevent: beſides 
he knows *tis the laſt ſtroke” he ſhall ever be able 
to give them, and therefore he'll add all the force 
he can to make it as effectual as may be. More- 
over this may be ſometimes owing to the natural 
timorouſneſs of men's tempers: Or the fad for- 
malities of death (ſuch as taking leave of friends 
and the like) may baulk the exerciſe of comfort 
in thoſe, who have no dread of the conſequences 
of deatn. | 
But though by one means or other ſometimes 
men have not appeating joy and comfort in 
their laſt moments; yet this will ftill remain a 
truth, that the righteous go in peace; there is no 
general rule without an exception; generally 
ſpeaking Gop's ſervants have divine ſupports in 
cath, ſo that they rejoice in hope of the glory 
of Gop; it they have not triumphs of joy, they 
have however an inward peace and tranquillity of 
mind, which baniſhes; if not all fear of death, yet 
a flaviſh tormenting fear of it, and makes their 
death defireable ; 5 that the wicked themſelves 
are ready to ſay, let me die the death of the righ- 
zeous, and let my laft end be like his *, In this 
ſenſe I underſtand Balaam's wiſh; though I am 
aware that very different interpretations have been 
given of that paſſage, | 
2, Others read the text, as our engliſh tranſla- 
tion has it, he ſhall enter into Peace, In this view 
the words denote the happy ftate into which 
death tranſlates the departing ſpirit of a righteous 
man. He enters upon a ftate of peace. The term 
[peace] among the Hebrews was the ſum of all 
proſperity ; peace in their notion comprehended 


* Numb, xxiii. 100 


all 


1 67 3 


all good things: their common form of falutation 
therefore was peace be to thee, i; e. may all hap- = 
pinels attend you; . becauſe, as Buxtorf | remarks, | 
* where peace is, there all things may be ſaid to 
de in à proſperous. gpndition *”, The ſame 
word notes perfeckion, or integrity, to which is re- 
quired a confluence of all need ful good, _ 
By the righteous ſoul's entering into peace, we 
are theretore to underſtand its being cxalted to a 
ſtate vt perfect bliſs, as much as it is capable of 
in its ſeparate eftate, We muſt not ſuppoſe this 
peace to mean a profound quiet and ſilence, a ſtate 
of drowſineſs and inactivity ; as thoſe expect, 
who aſſert that the ſoul ſleeps while the body lies 
in the grave; à doctrine, I think, directly contra- 
ry to goſpel; and in itſelf moſt uncomſorta- 
ble, Upon this ſuppoſition death can never be 
the object of a Ae! man's regular wiſh, St. Paul, 
'tis plain, had other thoughts of the matter, he 
defired th depart that he might bs with Chriſt + 
he knew that death would not throw his ſoul into | 
an inſenſibility, hut would carry it over to Chriſt, 
and this would be fat better tor himſelf than to 
continue in the body; upon which account he 
deſired a diſmiſſion out of this world. Indeed 
the eircumſtances of the ſoul in its ieparate ſtate 
are ſo much improved above what they can be 
here ; that inſtead of falling aſleep it is truly 
ſaid to awake, when it firſt quits theſe gloomy 
regions, lays alide the cumberſome cloathes of 
fleth, and gets within the enlivening influence of 


' *, Hebtai, Chaldzi, Syri, pacis nomine in ſalutando uſi 
lunt, quod ubi pax eſt, ibi oninia ſe proſpere habere dicantur, 
et pax {it omnis proſpe titatis complexus. | t 
* Ba xterf. Epiſt. Heb. Inſtit. 
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7 Philip. i. 23. 


the divine glory. For, (as the great Mr. Howe 
obſerves) © when the body falls afleep, then doth 
te the ſpirit awake; and the cyc-lids of the morn- 
ing, even of an eternal day, do now firſt open 
upon it *”, The ſoul immediately, upon its diſ- 
todgment from the body, paſſes into glory, enters 
into peace, a ſtate of caſe, and reſt and happineſs. 

There are two things principally to be infiſted 
upon in ſtating the nature of the ſoul's happineſs 
at death, as here fitly repreſented under rhe term 
peace] viz, It ſuppoſes an entire abſence of eve 
ry thing that would interrupt the repoſe of an 
holy ſoul; and a concurrence of all things that 
can eontribute to its caſe and happineſs, 

(1.) The ſouls of the righteous, when they leave 
the body, enter into a ſtate, where there is an en- 
tire abſence of every thing, that would interrupt 
their repoſe. The good man at death bids an 
Eternal adieu to all evils ; none of that diſquiet, 
which he meets with here, can follow him beyond 
death. In the preſent life there are various evils, 
which diſturb dis rightcous foul, and are a fad 
occaſion of forrow to it; and theſe are of a two- 
iold kind, either moral or natural; but both ſhall 
leave him at death. As for nora evil; fin cre- 
arcs much uncaſineſs to a good man here on earth: 
He mourns over the fins of others ; his rightecus 
/orl is vexed + with the ttanſgreſſions of the wicked. 
And His vn corruptions make him frequently 
cry out in the bitterneſs of his ſoul, Oh wreteben 
man that I am! "Thoſe, who are moſt refined 


* Howe's bleſſed. Right. e. o. where the excellent author has 
y as inſiſted in proving that the ſouls of departed faints 
do not ſleep in the interval between death and the general 
re ſurrection, but enjoy preſent bleſſedneſs. 

+ 2. Pet. ii. 8, § Rom. vii. 24. 
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oY grace, have ſtill the dregs of corruption in 
the preſent life; and hence ariſcs matter tor holy 
torrow. —— And thus as to gatural evils, or out- 
ward afflictions. The chriſtian is troubled on e- 
very tide, like a ſhip in a ſtorm upon a tumultuous 
{ca : now, though theſe troubles moſt immediate- 
ly affect the body, yet the foul by ſympathy 
mourns ; and is the more pained, as the finds her 
clogs made heavier, and herſelf leſs able to attend 
her proper buſineſs without diſtraction. But when 
the Xt foul is diſembodied, it breaths the tree 
air of paradice; the wicked have no place there; 
and itielf is made perfect, delivered from every 
corruption, has neither ſpot, nor wrink/e, nor any 


{467 thing, holy and without blemifh *; thorough- 


y diſpoſed to the ſervice of its maker, and able 
to attend it without any impediments, Here the 
foul triumphs, finding herſelf perfectly freed of 
all evils, and at an eternal diſtance from them, no- 
thing that diſturbs can enter that peaceful ſtate ; 
GOD ſball then wipe away all tears from their 
cyes , and there ſhall, be no more ſorrow, nor crying, 
neither ſhall there be any more pain ; tears are 
only calculated for a ftate of trial; all occations 
of ſorrow are abſcnt from the next world; and 
when the cauſe is removed, the effect muſt ceaſe 
of courſe. | 

(2) The holy foul ſhall at death be admitted 
to the enjoyment of all good. things, that can con- 
tribute to its perſect happineſs; as far as it is capa- 
ble of happineis in its ſeparate cſtate. | I add this, 
becauſe without doubt at the general reſugrection 
the ſoul will find its happineis enlarged upon its 
being reunited. to its riſen body, now made glyy 


* Eph, v. 27. 7 Rev. xxi. 4* 
C2 rious 
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rious as itſelf. | Thus ſhall the righicous enter 
into peace at death; he ſhall have a concurrence 
of every thing that can refreſh or delight his ſoul. 

We may here particularly mention luch things 

It is a Vefſed place in which the ſouls of good 
men ſhall be ogra. The diſputes about the pre- 
ciſe notion of Paradice, and Abraham's boſom need 
not here be taken notice of, The ſcriptures are 
full enough in repreſenting the glories of the future 
ſtate; and though e] who dwell in houſes of clay 
cannot form adequate notions of the magnificence 
of the heavenly world; yet we have ſufficient in- 
timations of its glorious grandeur, to allow us ta 
conclude that it is moſt fplendid and pompous ; 
nor can we imagine it leſs, ſince *tis the palace of 
the great G op, the place of his royal reſidence, 
where he appears in Fat glory: it is in manſions 
in Govp's uſe that our fouls are to be lodged; 
and our bleſſed redeemer is gone before to pre- 
pare and get them ready for our reception. So 
that, though according to St. Paul's account, nei- 
ther human words cal expreſs, nor the moſt ex- 
tenſive thoughts of man can conceive the full luſtre 
and glory of the heayenly paradice ; yet we may 
ſafely conclude, it muſt be a glorious world, every 
way worthy of the divine architect, whoſe pre- 
lence likewiſe fills it; #t is the city of the living 
GOD *; the builder and maker was GO Df. 

The ſoul ſhall be joined'to a bleſſed ſociety upon 
the diflolution of the body; and this will add not 
2 little to the repoſe and peace of the righteous 
in the next ſtate, Scarce any thing 1s attended 
with a higher pleaſure, than what” reſults from 


— ͤ—— z: :-ͥͤͤ - —•U•ỹB) % - * 
— — — — — 0 * 


* Heb. xi, 22, f Heb. xi, 10. 
agrecable 


[21 ] | 


erte converſe with thoſe, whom we love: 
this t 


he righteous ſhall enjoy in perfection in the 
heavenly world. Let us take our account from 
St. Pau *, They ſhall be joined to the holy 
angels, and become their affociates in 95 The 
ſaint ſhall be a fellow citizen of the Pra 2 Je. 
ruſalem, with thoſe” glorious ſpirits, who always 
cacompals Go n's throne. Though now they are 
far aboye us, yet we hope one day to dwell with 
them, ta become 'their companions; and to be 
made like to them +, equal with them in bliſs and 
5 We are told that they are all mini- 
firing ſpirits, ſent forth to miniſter for them whe 
ball be heirs of ſalvation „; they ate employed 
in the kingdom of Chriſt to aſſiſt in the care of 
his ſaints; and it may be ſuppoſed, that theſe 
blefſed ſpirits, having been inhabitants of heaven 
from their firſt creation, and fo thoroughly ac- 
quainted with the laws and conftitations and 
every thing that relates to that world, will be di- 
rected to lead them into a gradual knowledge of 
the heavenly ſtate, How departed ſpirits converſe 
with angels in the invifible fate is à queſtion we 
are not concerned to reſolve; though the me- 
diums of converſation be unknown to us, yet with- 
out doubt there will be ſuch an intercourſe 
mutually maintained, as will render their ſociety 
vaſtly agreeable to each other. 
Again, at death the good man's ſpirit goes to 
the ſpirits of juff men made perfect; it ſhall be 
joined to its kindred fouls, of the fame complex- 
ion and diſpoſition. Herem appears the traniceng 


= 
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* Heb, xii. 22. & ſeq. | 1085 973.01 Luke xx. 36. 
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. dency of heaven above this life; the ſaints. ate 
| there made perfeF.: Gop | be; thanked wet have 
ſome ſaints upon carth, hut none perfect. There 
are grout remainders of corruption in the beſt 
chriſtians on this fide death; they are men of like 
paſſions with others; and theſe paſſions mtermix 
too oſten with their mutual converſations, ſo as 
to abate, the pleaſure and ſatisſaction, which they 
| might otherwiſe afford. But in heaven they are 
i made perfe#, entirely free from diſorderly 0 
. ſions, and every degree of corruption; in | 
3 world reigns perfect peace, love and friend- 
. ſhip ;. the faints there are all one, of one heart, 
one mind, and one tongue. Lord, what a ies 

8 muſt that be, where harmony and conc 
thus ſubſiſt, where nothing is ever {aid or done to 
| occaſion. an uncaſy thought in any one ſoul 
i! —— Who can, imagine what exquiſite pleaſure 
the meeting of pious relations and friends in that 
world of love will create? How happy will it 
be for us to meet again our chriſtians friends, who 
are got home before us; to meet them in that 
ſtate, where we ſhall never, more be partcd, and 
where our mutual converſe, though carried on 
through eternity, will be always pleaſing and de- 

lighttul ? 1 | 
Further, the upright ſoul at death is admitted. 
mato the preſence ot GOD the judge of all, and 
1. eſus the mediator of the new covenant, We 
thall dwell eternally under the reviving ſmiles of 
G op's countenance, ſhall ſee. him face to face, not 
as now we do through a 245 darkly * ; the veil 
ſhall then be taken off, and we ſhall ſee him as 


be is; our: faculties thall then be ſtrengthened and 


* 3 Cor, xiii. 12. 
! 


enlarged 


1 — 
enlarged ſo as to be able to bear the luſtre of 
Gop's glory, which no mortal man has ſeen, or 
can fee. "The circumſtances of the ſoul in the 
preſent ſtate are ſuch as eclipſe the glory of Go p, 
and hinder her tall fight of it; the ſoul is, as it 
were, buried in the body, fo that now we have 
but a faint perception of Go p, we ſee but a little 
of him, we know him but in {mall part; but 
when theſe clay walls, which obſtruct the proſpect, 
and too often terminate the view, are once bro- 
ken down ; we fhall then ſce as we are ſeen, and 
know as we are known; we ſhall then have a clear 
view of the divine Majeſty, the glorious object of 
our love. From this fight of Gop in glory will 
ariſe to us unſpeakable jo . Nor will the 
plcaſure be ſmall, which the ſoul will feel in the 
cajoyment of a near communion with Chriſt our 
redeemer. It is impoſſible to conceive how tranſ- 
porting the ſociety of Chriſt in heaven will be 
to the faint ; when he ſhall contemplate and be- | 
hold his glorious Saviour without one intruding, 
diſtracting thought; when he ſhall meditate with 
vaſt delight on that grace which conducted him 
ſafe through the dangers of an enſnaring world, 
and brought him up to the enjoyment of that 
triend, who loved us, aud gave himſelf for us. To 
dwell for ever near this bleſſed object of our love, 
to whom we are infinitely indebted ; and to be aſ- 
ſured that nothing ſhall cver part me from my be- 
loved, nor will he ever withdraw himſelf, how 
happy a condition is this! The foul in ſuch a 
ituation may well be ſaid to have entered into 
PEACE. 

Once more; the bu/ine/5 and ſervice of the hea- 
venly world will much contribute to the peace of 
= thc holy ſoul in that ſtate. All the work of hea- 
Z yen 
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ven is a peiſect "plealute: How delightful mufi 


it be to ſing praiſes inceſſantly to bim that /it: 
bn ths 1 to the Lamb; to mix our 15. 
thems with the hallelujahs of Angels, and bear 
bur © — the r TE: 2750 mark 
will ere pettormed not as in the preſent ſtate 
with wei 4 and fatigue, and niany eee 
but with conſtant pleaſure, and new delight. No 
vain thought, no wearinels or weakneſs of thc 
fleſh, no heavineſs or drowſineſs, . no cares or 
ſears, no neceſſities or wants, ſhall ever interrupt us 
in or take us off from this bleſſed work. Lan 
and praiſe unite, and conſtitute the buſineſs of 
heaven; on which account the life, which faint 
there leads, may properly be termed a life of 
love and praiſe. | rh ad 
From what has been offered under this head 
I think it appears plain, that the rightcous ſoul, 
when ſeparated from tho body, may well be faid 
to enter into peace; it is diſpoſed of in a bleſſed 
world, admitted into the beſt ſociety, and enga- 
in the moſt ay, work: other hints 


— be oltered, but I paſs on 


aal, To conſider the happineſs of righteous met; 
at death, with reference to their Bop1ss; They 
ſtall reſt in their beds. The grave is here repre- 
ſented under the metaphor of a bed; and thus is 
death frequently compared to /eep. It muſt be 
allowed that this metaphor of /eep is ſomerimes 
applied to the death of bad men as well as ot 
good ; thus 'tis ſaid of Feroboam, Rebobodiu, and 
the kings of I/rae! and Fudab without diſtinct- 


ion, that they ſlept with their fathers * And fo 


* v. 1 King. ziv. 20, 31, Ee. 
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we have it expreſsly ſaid concerning thoſe 2 
ſons, who ſball ariſe to everlafiingcontempt, that they 


ſleepin the duft of the earth *, * So promiſcuouſly 
4 (fy Buxtorf) is the Hebrew word uſed by the 


« Ravbins';, though moſt frequently with particular 
« reference to the bodies of good men. This 
is indeed an anciont metaphor; as long ago as 
Plato's time, ahing was by heathens termed /7 
"ng; and both the Greek- and Latin words q for 
a burying-place, or church-yard are expreſſive of 
the ſame thing, and ſignify no more than a /Zeep- 
ing-place. But though this term be frequently 
uſed for death in general, yet it is moſt aptly ap- 
lied to the death of the righteous , there is ſome- 
thing peculiar in their death, which makes this 
term moſt ſignificant and proper : accordingly 
in almoſt eyery place (I think all but one) in the 
new teſtament, where death is repreſented under 
the notion of ſſeep, the death of pious chriſtians 
is intended. Dying to them is on! y going to ſleep; 
and the grave is moſt beautifully termed heir bed. 
The fitneſs and propriety of this metaphor will 
appear in the following | eres 

1, The grave is a bed, in reſpect of the reſt, 
which the body oþÞtatos at death. They ſhall re/7 
in their beds. 'The voice from heaven ſaid, CI 
are the dead which die in the Lord; the ſpirit 
confirmed it by this conſideration, for they ſball 
reft from their Jabours *. It is ſpoken of the 


grave ; there the wicked ceaſe from treubling, and 


there the weary are at reſt g. What more refreſhing 
than. to lie down to reſt atter great tatignes! thus 
when a good man has been harraſſed with the 


* Dan.” xn. 2. Þ+ Kone, Dormitorium 
* Ney. xiv. 13. 8 Job fi. 17. 
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diſquictudes of the preſent ſtate; has laboured 


long under the infirmities of a crazy body, or has 


been broke down almoſt with violent pains, or o- 
verwhelmed with the cares and vexations of this 
world and a thouſand troubles, how defireable, 
how ſweet muſt his bed be to him ! no diftreſs, 
no burden, no ſorrow can reach the good man in 
the grave, Though the world ſhould be torn to 
pieces, and all ſhould be in the utmoſt contution, 
the ſleeping ſaint ſhall reſt quietly in his bed, ſhall 
not ſee, nor hear, nor feel all the evil, which may 
be upon the earth, 

2. The grave is a bed in regard of the reſur- 
rection. We only uſe the bed for a time, and 
that for the time of darkneſs ; thus bleſſed be 
Gon the grave is not deſigned for our everlaſt - 
ing abode; we are to lic there only tor a time, 
the dark time of death. The happy diſcovery 
of this we are much indebted to chrittianity for. 
The Pagans, tho' they called death a fleep, 
yet added this epithet to -it, a perpetual ſleep; 
they look d upon it as a ſleep of ſuch a na- 
ture, that there was no proſpect of cver awak- 
ing out of it ; they don't appear to have known 


any thing of the reſurrection of the body. So 


the Egyptians termed their graves their eternal 
Louſes ;* but repreſented their dwellings on earth 
under the notion of inns $, becauſe their ſtay in 
theſe was but ſhort; whereas they thought, that 
when they were dead, they ſhould. remain per- 
petually in the grave; according to that epitaph 
in Fabricius: This is my eternal houſe, here 


am ] lodg'd, and here ſball I always be wy 42, 


* idee ores Dicd, Sic. I. 1. + Kærenbeesg. 
* Hzc domus eterna eſt, bie ſum ſitus, hie ero ſemper. 
v. Quenſtedt de ſep. vet, p. 220. 


Their 


EOS [+] 
Their notion about their carthly dwellings was 
certainly very juſt; we are in this world, but as 


at an inn upon a journey, here to day and gone 
to morrow, But leſſed T God, by the — 
light of the goſpel we can rectify their notion 
ot the grave; Gop never deſigned it for our 
eternal habitation 3 'tis to be our ſleeping-houſe 
tor a time only, we ſhall awake out of the ſleep 
of death, and at the great riſing day ſhall quit 
our duſty beds. This we are aſſured of from 
the reſurrection of Chriſt, who is become the 74 
fruits of them that ſlept. * At the great day the 
dead ſhall hear the voice of the ſon of G on; 
both good and bad ſhall be awaken'd at the 
ſound ot the trumpet ; thoſe that ſleep in Jeſus 
will. gladly obey the call; their redcemer will 
releaſe them from the chambers of death; he 
has been there himſelf, he came from thence, 
he was dead but is alive again ; and his language 
to every dying faint may be ſuppoſed ſome- 
thing of this nature: © tear not to go down 
into the grave, tho” it be dark and cold and 
* melancholy; tis only a bed to reſt on; I have 
* ſoften'd the clods of the earth to make your beds 
« eaſy: I was there once my fcli; and I will bc 
there with rhce, by my influence and power to 
guard ard protect thy ſleeping duit, and 1 will 
** turely raiſc it up again This kind language 
may well reconcile. the good man to death, he 
may fall aſleep as in his ſaviours arms, with Davids 
words, I wil both lay me down in peace aud ſlecp, 
for thou Lord only makeft me dwell in ſafety. x 
In theſe two reſpects the grave may be called a 
bed, indeed in reference to all men in general z the 


* x Cor. xv. 20, + Pf. iv, 8. | 
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righteous and wicked reſt there together, and ſhall 
ariſe from thence : but there is one conſideration 
more to be added, which ' makes the metaphor 
moſt peculiarly fit in the cafe of good men, viz. 

3. The grave is a bed to good men, in reſpect 
of the unproved condition in which they ſhall a- 


riſe from thence. Men uſually awake out of 
ſleep refreſhed, in a brisker and more lively frame, 


than when they lay down; nature is recruited, 


wearineſs removed, and exhauſted ſpirits are reſto- 
red, In like manner ſhall be the re/arrefion of 
the juft ; they ſhall be vaſtly altered for the bet- 
ter. It is true indeed their bones muſt moulder 
into duſt, and their fleſh be food for worms; for 
that which is ſown, muſt die before it be quickened * ; 
but then the change which the reſurrection intro- 
duces upon them, will abundantly make amends 
tor their having ſeen corruption. St. Paul in 
a moſt beautiful manner illuſtrates the advantages 
of the reſurrection, and with an inimitable gran- 
deur deſcribes the triumphs of that glorious day 
when the ſleeping faints ſhall awake to everlaſt- 
ing life. It is ſown in corruption, it is raiſed in 
incorruption * it is ſown in diſhonour, it is raiſed 
in glory: it is ſown in weakneſs, it is raiſed in 
power it is ſown a natural body, it is raiſed 
a ſpiritual body ; this mortal ſhall put on immorta- 
tity, then ſhall death be ſwallowed up in N 
Oh the vigour, the ſplendour and glory, whic 

will appear in the riſen bodies of the righteous ; 
how purified and refined will they be] no longer 
{ubject to decays, but entirely free from all ſymp- 
toms of corruptibility : delivered from head: 7 
tects and infirmities, which at preſent, or at death, 
make them appear unlovely; they ſhall be all 


1 
* 
— 


* 1 Cor. xv. 36. + 1 Cor. xv. 42, & ſeq. 
over 
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over bright and glorious, ſhining 4s the fars, and 
as. the briehtneſs of the firmament *; and like. the 
ſum in the kingdom of their father T. The Apoſtle 
carries the compariſon higher, and makes the mo- 
del of the ſaints reſurrection- body to be like that 
of the glorious body of him, who is brighter than 
the fun. Our vile body ſhall be faſhioned like unto 
his (i. e. Chriſt's) glorious body N. They ſhall 
be raiſed in power, and ſpiritual ; in 4 vigorous 
ſtrength, and entirely fitted to be affociates of 
cheir glorified ſpirits, fully accommodated to alt 
the ſpiritual ſervices of the heavenly world, where 
they are to reſide for ever, In a word, the bodies 
of the ſaints, when they riſe from the dead, ſhall 
be as different from hat they were before, as the 
heavenly manſions, where they ſhall be eternally 
lodged, are more excellent than the gloomy cham- 
bers of death, out of which they are raiſed. ” Tho- 
the body corrupt, ſays a devout expoſitor, it will 
* riſe in the morning as if it had never ſeen cor- 
* raption ; tis bat putting off our cloaths to be 
* mended and trim'd up for the marriage-day, 
the coronation-day, to which we muſt riſe 9. 
This ſhall be the reſurrection of the juſt; and ſome- 
thing vaſtly more glorious and pompous, than 
either our words or thoughts can now reach: I 
pray Gop our own experience may tell us all 
the reſt hercaſter, 

What now remains, is to cloſe this diſcourſe 
with ſome practical remarks, ſuitable to the tubs 
ect, and the melancholy occaſion of it. 


1, Do righteous atid upright men at death en- 


* Dan, it. 3. | + Mat, xiii. 43. * 
+]. Philip iii. 21. § Henry on John, zi. 11. 
ter 
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ter into peace and reſt in their beds; let us en- 
deavour by all poſſible means to obtain and ſecure 
that character. According to the ſettled conſti- 
tution of the golpel, there is no ſeeing Gov 
without holineſs; nor can we ever expect to dic 
the death of the righteous, or be intereſted in 
the happineſs which Gop has promiſed to tuch 
in the next world, unleſs we lead a righteous lite. 
A time of death can't be far off from any of us, 
and may be much nearer to us all than we are 
aware; it concerns us therefore, it we would 
die comfortably, or if we value the bleſſings of 
the next life, to mind religion, to exerciſe our 
ſelves to godlineſs, walking continually in the fate 
paths of virtue and true piety. 

2. The proſpect of after-peace and reſt ſhould 
reconcile the good man to all the inconveniences 
of his paſſage- ſtate. Suppoſe Gop in his infinite 
wiſdom ſees fit to keep us long in the ſchool of 
the croſs, and exerciſes us with a variety of at- 


flictions of one kind or other; how comfortable 


to be able by faith to look beyond them all ! 
* 2 little patience, and death ſhall work my de- 
© liverance : in a ſhort time, ſays the good man, 
© I ſhall be out of the reach of all ſtorms and 
© trials, in a ſtate of peace and reſt, beyond all 
fears and dangers ”. 

3. Let the righteous expect their death with 
pleaſure, We ſhould habituate ourſclves to ſuch 
thoughts and repreſentations of death, as will help 
to diſarm it of its terrors. Some dreſs death in 
ſo diſagreeable a manner, with all the airs of hor- 
ror, and in ſuch frightful ſhapes, that they 4 
through fear of death all their life time ſubjet to 
bondage *; the comfort and uſefulneſs of thev 


* Heb. ii. 15. 
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lives are hereby vaſtly abated ; and they are in a 
leſs fit diſpoſition to attend to the concerns of 
their ſouls, or to prepare for eternity, when they 
can't, without a ſort of violence offered to them- 
ſelves, ſo much as admit a thought of death —. 
Let us think and ſpeak of death in the moſt eaſy 
manner, under the moſt agreeable repreſentations ; 
call it as the text does, entering into peace, reſting 
ind 2 8 oF it under the notion of an un- 
glaathing, or undre//ing, a going to ſlcep, and the 
ke (ſcripture metaphors uſed b 28 ſpi- 
rit); this will help to rid us of all flaviſh tear of 
death, and rather diſpoſe us to think of it with 
pleaſure before hand, and to ſubmit to it with jo 

and bid it welcome when it approaches near. ir 
you are the perſons, whom the text deſcribes, 
there can be nothing ſhocking to you in death. 
The N of Gop, when he brings you to 
death, muſt be underſtood to this effect: Thou 
© haſt been harraſſed in a troubleſome world long 
** enough : go body take thy reſt in the grave, 
* ſleep oh in that bed of duſt, there is no 
* more pain, or ſickneſs, no more labour or ſor- 
* row for thee, thou haſt had thy ſhare, go take 
* thine caſe now; and come thou happy /ou!, 
* ſpring up to heaven, lay aſide all incumbrances, 
Call fins and all forrows, drop them all together 
* with the body; and come enter into peace, en. 
joy thy Gop and thy Saviour, aſcend to theſe 
regions of light and love, and dwell here at 
* an eternal diſtance from all evil, in the ſecure 
< poſſeſſion of all good; where all is peaceful, 
calm, and happy ”.——And is there auy thing 


dreadful in all this? Can the foul reluctate to 

obey the heavenly voice ? May we not rather 

iuppoſe the ſoul impaticnt of delay, N - 
ur 


9 * 
E. 3 1 
burſt the vital cord, which binds it to the body, 
and with eager haſte making its flight to GOD 
Is not here foundation for pleaſure, rather than 
for terror? Is any wearied man unwilling to fal! 


aſleep, or afraid to go toreſt ? Does he not ra- 
ther welcome it? And may we not conclude the 


dying faint, after hard labours and toils, in pro- 


ct of peace and reſt, with great ſatisfaction 
awd bib d, nd cloſin his life with this tri- 
umphant ſong, Oh death where is thy. fling © OL, 
grave where is thy vifdory © 
4. Is the grave a bed, and dying only going 
to reſt in that bed; we ſhould, by this repre- 
ſentation, be led to think frequently of death. 
Methinks every night when we lie down tn onr 
beds, ſome fuch ſcrious thought ſhould occur to 
us; © ſhortly the fleep of death will overtake 
© me; as ſurcly as I am going to reſt now, 10 
< ſurely muſt I in a little time lie . ee in the be 
© of the grave; and, for what I know, I may ne- 
© ver riſe out of this bed more, but be carried 
« from hence to my bed of duſt ”. Thoughts o. 
this nature will help to make death familiar tc 
us; and frequent meditation upon fo ſerious a 
ſubject may tend to excite our vigorous pre para 
tions tor eternity ! Fo va 
* What has been ſaid ſhould be improved a 
a ſupporting conſideration under the death of o 
pions friends. The honour of religion, and the 
credit of our departed chriſtian friends, joint! 
require, that we ſhould t forrow tor them, 4: 
theſe without hope. Were they righteous, and 
upright perſons? And are they not thereforc 
lodged in a better ſtate; their ſouls with Gon in 
8 their bodies at reſt in the grave unde! 
ob's protection? Their circamſtances ſo yaſt- 
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ly improved; that they would not for ten thous 
and worlds return to dwell on earth more with 
the deareſt friends they had? Should we not 
then forbear indulging ſorrow? and conſidering 
our loſs to be their gain, onght we not generoufl 
to join in congratulating them for having made 
bleſſed an exchange? ee e Nie 
This is now the happy cuſe, I doubt not, with 
my honoured father, and your late reveremd paf 
tor, Dr. Oldfield, whoſe death has given occaſion 
for this diſcourſe, Who that knew his manner 
of life and converſation, but what wilt allow that 
we have ſufficient reaſon to conclude; that he is 
enter d into peace? | Er Fr 
Conſider him in his private capacity as a Chriſt 
ian; and his life was truly ornamental to his pro- 
feſſion; his converſation was as became the gofpet, 
order'd OS under the influence obe ging 
principles. He did not content himſelf with the 
form of godlinefs, but it was plain he had the 
power of it too. He eminently ſhone in the 
exerciſe of thoſe valuable graces, humility and pa- 
tience; by which he was enabled to comport like 
2 good chriſtian with all the diſpenſations of pro- 
vidence. He was a righteous, mercifal and unpright 
man, in the extenſive view of that character, —- 
He had a real regard for the honour of GOP 
in the world; and would never fpeak of the di- 
vine majeſty without the evident marks of the 
moſt protound reverence. — He had a e 
onate regard and univerſal benevolence to mankind, 
as much as moſt men; ready to do offices ot 
kindneſs to all according to his power, without 
diſtinction of party. A narrow ſelfiſh ſpirit he 
abhorred, as contrary to the genius of the goſ- 


pel 


4 
1 


5 * 
pel. And he lived in the exerciſe of all perſon:! 
2 and * duties, as one who had thc 


ar of Gop before his eyes, and was dreſſing 
his ſoul for eternity. In the ſeveral, relations of 


- life wherein he was placed, he conducted him- 


ſelf ſo as to ſecure the loye and reſpect of thoſc, 
with whom he converſed; and will always be re- 
membred with great affection by thoſe who knew 
If we view him in his mizifteriat capacity, wc 
ſhall find him to have been a wor that need- 
ed not to be aſbamed, for he rightly divided the 


word of truth. He had a large fund of learning, 
and had generally a happy talent of explaining 


difficult texts of ſcripture, to the ftudy of which 
he always cloſely applied himſelf, Gop em- 
ployed im in en s of his vineyard, and 
not without ſucceſs, You of this chriſtian ſociety 
Had his faithful labours for thirty one years; and 
many, I doubt not, will have cauſe ta bleſs Gon tor 
him tg all eternity 3 fome ſuch were called to hea. 
ven beſore him, and others are on their way thi- 
ther, and I truſt ſhall follow him to that bleſſcd 
world in Gop's due time. He wreſtled hard 
with Gop'in behalf of your ſouls; and wil 
lingl to the laſt ſpent himſelf in their ſervice 
With what zeal and vehemence has he preſſc: 
the great truths and duties of religion upon thc 
conſcience? And how induſtrious was he by ai! 
goſpel methods to win your ſouls to Goo 
Chriſt. You ſhall hear his voice no more; he 
Hall never ſpeak to you from this place mor: : 
But he being dead yet /peaketh. You 1hou 


remember him, who has had the rule over you, ans 
| . 
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has ſpoken to you the word of the Lord *; recollec r 
the good ĩnſtructions, which he has 755 ö 

and reduce them to practice in future life, For: e 
o him as he followed Chriſt. And I pray Gor 
that we may all of us be enabled to conduct our + 
ſelves in our ſeveral ſtations and conditions of life, 
in that righteous and upright manner, that when 
we are removed hence, we may be tound of Gon 
in Chriſt, and may be admitted into that world 
of peace and perfection, where our departed 
friend is already ſafely lodged. His life was ho- 
ly and uſeful; his death calm and comfortable; 
he wept in peace, all matters being well ſettled 
betwixt Gop and his ſoul: he ſaid, when he 
drew near the cloſe of life, / that all was cafy” ; 
and we need not queſtion his being now entered 
into compleat peace. g. 

I have now gone thro' my deſign; and have 
paid this publick debt to the memory of my ho- 
noured Father, with whom I have been ſeveral 
years joined in the ſervice of the goſpel amongſt 
you. The work is now devolved on me, I have 
an hcarty concern for. the welfare of this congre- 
ation ; and ſhall be glad to carry on the work of 

op in your Sayls. But Ob where is the lord, 
G op of Elijah *Þ Unite your prayers with mine 
that he who has the reſidue of the Spirit, would 
pour out. a plentiful ſupply of his graces on me, 
that I may be ſucceſsful in the ſervice of the gol- 


bo 


* Heb. xiii. 7. Mr. Sbower's ſubject upon occaſion of the 
death ot Mr. Nath. Oldfield, formerly paſtor of this Church. 

$ I ſhould have enlarged in the character; but more cf 
that may be expected in the funeral ſermon, preach'd by wy 
honou red friend Dr. William Harris. 

+ 2 Kings ii. 14. Dr. Oldfield text, on occaſion cf the 
death of Mr. Robert Fleming, 
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